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NexMPI Policy on Short-Term Scientific Missions (STSMs) 
 
CG: Core Group 
GP: Grant Period 
MC: Management Committee 
WG: Working Group 
GAC: Grant Awards Coordinator 
ITCs: Inclusiveness Target Countries* 
STSM: Short Term Scientific Mission 
 
Ref: “COST-094-21-V2.0-Annotated-Rules-for-COST-Actions-Level-C.pdf”, Annex 2 
 Impact Assessment Study on Short-Term Mobility (https://www.cost.eu/stsm-cost-mobility-impact-

assessment-study/) 
 
1. Introduction 
 
STSMs allow researchers involved in a COST Action to visit an institution or laboratory in any 
country in the world. The aim is to foster collaboration and share new techniques and research 
infrastructure that may not be available in a participant’s home institution or laboratory. 
 
STSMs provide a good opportunity for both young and experienced researchers, from all career 
stages, looking for mentoring and lifelong learning. They have played a crucial role in the COST 
framework by providing researchers with a valuable tool for deepening their connections with 
other institutions and researchers. This is especially important for young researchers from 
Inclusiveness Target Countries (ITCs) 
 
At the home and host institution level, STSMs can result in new research projects and 
proposals, data sharing, distribution of a research method, joint publications etc. 
 
The Action supports STSMs by providing grants. The maximum grant allowed by COST is 
4,000 euros; however, the Action may set a lower limit. Further, the actual amount awarded 
to any one STSM will be determined by the Action (see “Selection criteria” below), and may 
cover all or part of the requested amount. 
 
 
2. General issues 
 
The estimated number of STSMs and the total budget allocated to STSMs will be adjusted in 
each GP according to the means and needs of the network. 
 
STSMs applications may be submitted by specific collection dates, a continuous open call, or a 
combination of the two, as decided by the CG. 
 
The CG may place minimum and/or maximum limits on the duration of an STSM. 
 
                                                        
* Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Greece, Hungary (with restrictions), Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, 
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia (EU Member States); Albania, Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Georgia, Moldova, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia, Türkiye, Ukraine (not EU Member States) 
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STSMs must be fully completed within a single GP. STSMs may not continue over to the 
following GP. Consequently, since the GP begins on November 1st and ends on October 31st, it 
is highly recommended that the exchange part of the STSM be completed by the end of 
August, in order to allow sufficient time for the final report, evaluation and reimbursement. 
 
 
3. Selection criteria 
 
The selection criteria for STSMs are: 
 

3.1. Soundness of the proposal, including: 

3.1.1. Quality and originality of the STSM. 
3.1.2. Scientific merit. 
3.1.3. Benefit for the applicant. 
3.1.4. Benefit for the home institution. 
3.1.5. Potential of the STSM to lead to an open access paper. 
3.1.6. Grant amount requested. 

3.2. Contribution of the STSM to the aims, deliverables, needs and progress of the Action. 

3.3. The number of STSMs awarded to each WG. 

3.4. The COST Excellence and Inclusiveness Policy: 

3.4.1. Geographical diversity. 
3.4.2. Career stage: involving young researchers and innovators. 
3.4.3. Gender balance. 

 
The maximum grant allowed by COST is 4,000 euros; however, the Action may set a lower limit. 
In addition, the actual amount awarded to any one STSM may cover all or part of the amount 
requested, depending on the Action finances (available STSM budget, other STSM applications 
etc.). 
 
 
4. Application process 
 
The application is submitted online in e-COST using dedicated forms†. 
 
The applicant must fill in e-COST: 
 

4.1. Title of the STSM. 
4.2. Start and end date (within the active Grant Period, i.e. no overlap across two 

consecutive Grant Periods). 
4.3. Budget requested. 
4.4. Information about the host institution and contact person. Note that the location of 

the host institution must be in a different country than the country of affiliation of the 
applicant. 

                                                        
† After logging in to your COST account, select COST Actions → Grant Applications 
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The applicant must upload to e-COST: 
 

4.5. Application form (template available on e-COST) describing: 

4.5.1. Goals. 
4.5.2. Description of the work to be carried out by the applicant. 
4.5.3. Expected outcomes (including the benefit for the applicant and the home 

institution, and the potential to publish an open access paper). 
4.5.4. Description of the contribution to the Action MoU objectives. 

4.6. Confirmation of the host on the agreement from the host institution in receiving the 
applicant 

4.7. A recommendation letter from the home institution. 
 
The GAC will distribute the applications to the CG, along with her review and 
recommendations. 
 
The CG will evaluate and accept or reject the applications. 
 
STSMs grantees may request up to 50% pre-payment of the approved grant. This amount is 
subject to availability of funds and approval by the Grant Holder Institution. The request of pre-
payment shall be submitted to the Grant Holder Manager. 
 
 
5. Reimbursement for STSMs 
 
Once the activity has ended, the grantee submits the required reports and relevant 
documentation in e-COST within 30 days after the end date of the activity or 15 days after the 
end of the Grant Period, whichever date comes first. 
 
The applicant claims the payment by submitting the report via e-COST. 
 
The required report/documentation includes: 

5.1. A report describing the work done and the results. 
5.2. Main achievements of the STSM. 
5.3. Planned future follow up activities. 
5.4. A letter from the home institution attesting that the STSM took place. 
5.5. A letter from the host institution attesting that the STSM took place 

 
The GAC will forward the report to the CG, along with her recommendations. 
 
The CG will evaluate the report and the recommendations of the GAC in order to authorize 
reimbursement. The CG reserves the right to request additional information or clarifications 
about the report. 
 


